
Greetings Brethren of Toronto East District: 

November is the month when we as Canadians observe Remembrance Day; paying tribute to the many 

brave men and women of our armed forces who have served our country and preserved our Canadian 

way of life.  Many of them were and are Masons and many making the ultimate sacrifice.  Sadly the 

events of last month on Parliament Hill and the loss of Cpl. Nathan Cirillo underscore to all of us the 

absolute importance that we never forget the magnitude of the sacrifices these men and women made 

for us and the impact that their loss will have on their families, friends, regiments, communities and our 

nation as a whole.  Hopefully his sacrifice will serve as a lesson to all Canadians of the importance of 

always remembering and appreciating the many contributions that they have made for the perpetuation 

of our Nation, our freedoms and way of life and never taking for granted the cost of that freedom. 

To that end Brethren, it behooves us all to make every effort to participate in the upcoming 

Remembrance Day observances that are being held within our District, in which we as Masons will be 

representing the Craft and honouring those who served: 

 Markham Remembrance Ceremony - Saturday, November 8 (gather 9:30 a.m.) 

 Scarborough Remembrance Ceremony - Sunday, November 9 (gather 1:15 p.m.) 

 Claremont Remembrance Ceremony - Sunday, November 9 (gather 1:30 p.m.). 

So far this year, there has been wonderful support and participation in the many receptions, 

Installations and Official Visits.  It means so much to be able to see the lodge room full of visiting 

brethren, friends and family.  Participation of friends and family in our Masonic endeavours helps 

strengthen our lodges and communities.   

In particular I congratulate the brethren of Doric Lodge, who this past month honoured their lodge 

widows by hosting their annual Distinguished Ladies Luncheon.  The hospitality and entertainment were 

enjoyed by all.   

This month there will be 3 ladies nights hosted by West Hill Lodge, Birch Cliff Lodge and Doric Lodge.  I 

encourage you to contact the lodge representatives and purchase tickets for a great night out with your 

partner. 

Also this month we will be busy in our various District Lodges, including a reception to honour R.W. Bro. 

William F. Utton on his appointment as Grand Director of Ceremonies and Installations to be held at 

Wexford Lodge, Markham Union Lodge and Todmorden Lodge.  Please continue to travel and cement 

our bonds of friendship as we continue to support the various lodges in their respective endeavours. 

As a last thought Brethren, I would like each of our Lodges to turn their collective attention to the 

development and updating of a long range plan.  I can advise you that your District Long Range Planning 

Committee has met and will shortly be sending out a list of questions for each lodge to discuss and 

provide feedback in the development of a Long Range Planning Symposium, which we are tentatively 

planning to host in late January, 2015.  This Symposium will enable us as a District to share ideas on 

what has worked and not worked in past and also learn how easy it is to properly apply the Grand Lodge 

Long Range Planning model, to help each of our District Lodges work towards years of prosperity to 

come. 



May each of you enjoy peace and remembrance as we continue our labours in November and may he 

who is on high, keep you safe within his graces until we reunite. 

 

With warmest fraternal greetings,  

R.W. Bro. Peter J. Sialtsis  
District Deputy Grand Master  
Toronto East District 


